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Eastern Arizona College hosted 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
September 23, 2024, to celebrate 

the 60-year rededication of Mark Allen Hall 
and the grand reopening of the Gherald L. 
Hoopes Jr. Activities Center. 

EA President Todd Haynie opened the 
ceremony, reflecting on the College’s 
heritage. “Sixty years ago, on this very day, 
Mark Allen Hall was first dedicated. Today, 
we stand on the shoulders of visionaries 
who laid the foundation for a College that 
has grown stronger each year,” he said.

The highlight of the event was a ribbon-
cutting ceremony, led by President Haynie, 
along with students, alumni, members of 
the Governing Board, and the executive 
team. The event also featured remarks from 
alumni Mr. Virgil Alexander, who attended 
the first dedication ceremony for Mark 
Allen Hall 60 years ago, and Mr. George 
Lord, both of whom resided in the facility 
when it first opened.

Reflecting on his educational experience at 
EA,  Alexander shared, “I really enjoyed my 
time at EAC. All the teachers were excellent, 
but there were some who changed my life 

and prepared me for the future. I think my 
favorite teacher was Lorenzo Flake... His 
patience, kindness, and love of knowledge 
were instrumental in my success.”

Alexander also acknowledged other 
influential figures at EA, such as Mr. Russell 
Lundell and Mr. Clarence McBride. 

Lord, who also lived in Mark Allen Hall 
upon its inauguration and was a member 
of the basketball team, shared memorable 
anecdotes that underscored his deep ties 
to the institution. 

 “Today we celebrate the introduction of 
another chapter to this esteemed building, 
named for Mr. Mark Allen, a cornerstone 
and giant of an individual who helped build 
and sustain our faithful and noble institution,” 
said Lord. “It is my special privilege to share 
this historical day with you.”

The renovation projects have transformed 
Mark Allen Hall into a state-of-the-art 
residence facility, featuring expanded 
common areas, updated living spaces, 
and new amenities designed to enhance 
student life. Similarly, the Activities Center 
has been revitalized to include modern 
recreational and social spaces, such as a 

food court, eSports team facilities, and a 
new bookstore.

The ceremony included performances 
by EA’s Vocal Jazz Ensemble, under the 
direction of Patti Raines, with renditions of 
the “Star-Spangled Banner” and “Light in 
the Hallway.” 

Highlighting the historical significance of 
the facilities, President Haynie remarked, 

“For sixty years, Mark Allen Hall has been a 
starting point for lifelong friendships, and 
a place where thousands of students 
have begun their journeys to achieve their 
dreams.” 

In a poignant moment of the ceremony, 
President Haynie was joined at the podium 
by three current students living in Mark 
Allen Hall: Ricky Quinlan from Eagar, Ariz., 
Chevy In-the-woods from Holbrook, and 
Dalee Wallace from St. Johns, Ariz. 

“For these students and thousands more, 
Eastern Arizona College is an engine of 
opportunity,” said Haynie. “It is a safe place 
for Monsters from all walks of life to come 
and stay, and a foundation from which to 
launch their dreams and aspirations.”

North Campus Revitalization
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60-year Rededication of Mark Allen Hall  
+ Reopening of Gherald L. Hoopes Jr. Activities Center
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“For these 
students and 
thousands 
more, 
Eastern 
Arizona 
College is an 
engine of 
opportunity.

”
Top of opposite page (left to right):   
EA student Ricky Quinlin, District Governing Board 
Member Lois Ann Moody, President Todd Haynie, 
District Governing Board Member Tina McMaster, 
Vice President of Academic and Student Affairs 
Susan Wood, and Vice President of Administration 
Heston Welker cut the ceremonial ribbon during the 
rededication ceremony.

Above: Mark Allen holding a framed photo of the 
residence hall, at the original dedication ceremony,  
60 years to the day.

60-year Rededication of Mark Allen Hall  
+ Reopening of Gherald L. Hoopes Jr. Activities Center

Over 140 alumni from across the country returned to 
campus to see what’s new and create memories during 
EA’s 2024 Homecoming Weekend.

Alumni gathered from three different groups: the Class of ‘64, the 
Class of ‘74, and ASEAC student councils from the last 30 years

They enjoyed a range of Homecoming festivities, including 
evening receptions, dinner, a parade, and various sporting events. 
They cheered as EA Volleyball triumphed over Arizona Western 
College and Pima Community College (CC), Mens and Womens 
Soccer beat Mohave CC, and while the softball team won a 
doubleheader against Park University.  

EA 2024Homecoming

Class of ‘74: Walter and Jenene Mayburry, Evelyn Morris, Debra Morris, 
Kathy Scott, Randa McKinney, and Ron Curtis.

Class of ‘64: Otto and Sally Gal, Kurt and Molly Steffens, Harvey Polk, Gail 
Cully, Charlotee Farr, Dee Dennett, Jerry Farr, Randy Roberts,  
Harriet Roberts, and Dennis Roberts

Reunions
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Allen & Marie Cress Music 
Scholarship | Kensey Keith

Alumni Association Scholarship |  
Kelspeth Owen, Nephi Higginbotham, 
Brooklyn Denny,  Felicity Comaduran, 
Jada Rubalcava, Dallen Rogers,  Bretton 
Dodge, Jake Brown, Camille Freestone, 
Brielle Ray & Jarelyn McClain 

Anna Deanne Millett Don & Carlotta 
Pace Scholarship |  
Savanna Wahl

Annabell Weech Rufener Scholarship 
| Abigail Hallford

Ashley Marie Beals Scholarship |  
Jaime Villegas

Bernstein Brothers Memorial 
Scholarship | Alexa Contreras

Bette N. Smith Nursing Scholarship  | 
Celinda Delgado

Brent & Raydene Cluff Scholarship |  
Brigham Muro

Bruce & Roberta Bishop Scholarship  
| Zaylie Windsor

Carl Kyser Award  | Koby Davis

Charles Raymond Rhodes Memorial 
Geology Scholarship  | Josh Simmons

Charlotte Phillips Memorial 
Scholarship  | Cadence Green

Cobre Valley Regional Medical Center 
Scholarship  | Anisa Hanson

D. Myrtice Wyland  
Memorial Scholarship  | Caysie Reed

Dallace Butler Memorial Scholarship  
| Alaya Joe

Debra Mullenaux Memorial 
Scholarship  | Gavin Crandall

Dennis Braithwaite Memorial  
Music Scholarship  | Ransom Hiatt

Donald J. Caldwell Educational 
Scholarship  | Brindy Neil, 
 Ashley Shaver, Karli Layton, Leslie 
Carrasco & Bryna Franco

Dorothy Duke Curtis Scholarship  |  
Macie Landt

Douglas Michael Loeb Memorial 
Scholarship  | Matthew Jacobs,  
Franklin Adams, Dylan Caruso,  
Connor Coppo & James Maldonado

Dr. David G. Lunt Choral  
Music Scholarship | Ransom Hiatt

Dr. Dorine Chancellor Athletic 
Scholarships  | Kevin Mata,  
Paityn Mattice, & Illeana Cosillos

Dr. Pam Rule Scholarship  | Kayden 
Wardell

Dr. Ron Keith Memorial Scholarship  | 
Bailee Rhodes

Dudley S. Welker Scholarship  |  
Lexi Nabor & Ashly Castillo

E. James Lee & Jacqueline 
McFadden Lee Scholarship  |  Mark 
Huish & Maycee Passey

EAC Foundation Scholarship  | Dallin 
Preston, Nancy Alvaredo-Curtis, Kaylee 
Essary, Sydney Davis, Sadie Titus, Kaylie 
Gardner, Alyssa Maloy, Rachael Burns, 
 Cambrie Harper, & Zoe Crawford 

EAC Foundation Automotive 
Scholarship  | Manuel Alonso,  
Brett Sanders, Jakob Handy & Krystal 
Rivera

EAC Foundation Nursing Scholarship  
| Jennifer Reed, Ximena Leon, Gabriella 
Palomino, Cassandra Arreola,  
Nicole Evans, & Chelsea Yeomans

Eastern Arizona Hispanic Heritage 
Corporation Scholarship  | Kirana 
Reed, Candelaria Avila, Breena Black, 
Katelynn Espinoza, Riana Montez, Jacob 
Curtis & Keira Turley

Elaine Robak Scholarship  |  
Hannah Ballesteros, Angela Stevens, 
JoJo King, Alicia Cruz, Jaycob Espinoza

Eldon & Lucille Palmer Scholarship  |  
Brianna Richins

Eldon Preston Angle Scholarship  |  
Charity Rapier

Elite Eye Care Scholarship  | Shaylee 
Hunt

Elizabeth Louise Loeb Memorial 
Scholarship  | Kaleb Ronquillo

Ella T. & J. David Lee Scholarship  |  
Anaiya Hanchett

Emil Crockett Insurance Scholarship | 
Orlando Romero

Farrel Claridge & Bessie A. Layton  
Scholarship | Declan Carlton

Fred & Olga Pace Scholarship | 

Adam Haws

Freeport-McMoRan Engineering Day 
Scholarship | Ryker Shupe

Freeport-McMoRan Future Skills 
Scholarship | Owen Macario,  
Lathen Shurtz, & Jada Gustina

Geoff & Jennifer DeSpain Family 
Band Scholarship  | Anne Bigler

George R. Bingham Memorial Drama 
Scholarship  | Tabitha Voelker

GFWC Woman’s Club of Safford 
Scholarship | Kyli Mattice

Glenn S. Smith Memorial Scholarship 
| Braelynn Hopkins

Graham County High Schools 
Concurrent Enrollment Scholarship | 
Richard Ortiz

H. Greg Brockmeier Scholarship |  
Brenten Freestone

Harvey J. & Loretta Olsen  Memorial 
Scholarship  | Hailley Marin

Helen Johnson Bone Scholarship |  
Bryna Franco & Ashlynn Farar

Helen & George Papas Memorial 
Scholarship | Kalicia Merrill, 

Jared Taylor Brown, Alice Edna 
Hamblin & Polly Elizabeth Matthews 
Koger Scholarship | Sarah Nicolds

EAC DONOR-FUNDED SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarships
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Right: Brent and Raydene Cluff Scholarship presenters 
with recipeint, Brigham Muro. 
Left: Bruce and Roberta Bishop scholarship 
presenters with recipient, Zaylie Windsor.

Jeffrey R. Vaughn Memorial 
Scholarship | Emmarald Sweetser

Jerry & Verlene Anderson 
Scholarship | Ernesto Esparza

Jesse & Betty DeVaney Scholarship | 
Jack Dodge

John Mickelson Endowed 
Scholarship | Zaya Payne

Jose Sosa Scholarship | Avery Wilson

Kainoa’s Scholarship | Blake Watson & 
Hailey Henrie

Kalvert W. Lines Scholarship | Jaden 
Palmer & Bryan Larsen

Kathryn Murphy-Spencer L. Kimball 
Scholarship | Thomas Haynie &  
Sari Murdock

Keyhole Properties Business 
Scholarship | Madison Gann

Kristie Putnam Scholarship |  
Catalina Chacon

Large Binocular Telescope 
Scholarship | Cody Cheney,  
Jada Cheney,  Rehema Kabaru &  
Kayrie Kindelay

Mac Donald Scholarship Endowment 
| Felicity Pizell

Mark J. Green Excellence in Spanish 
Scholarship | Jacqueline Villalba

Mary Kim Titla Scholarship | 

Ken Church

Max and Clara Curtis Bennett 
Scholarship | Debby Cerda, Hannah 
Sulger, Brooke Smith, Avery Lotts,  
Kimberly Martinez & Halee Deskins

Meghan Hammer Memorial 
Scholarship | Kyle Monroid

Mt. Graham Regional Medical Center 
Foundation Scholarship | Hailley Marin 
& Jocelyn Hobbs

Newman Sustaining Board 
Scholarship | Analisa Gonzalez,  
Kevin Mata, Dakota Ybarra,  
& Ana Almada Gonzalez

Order of the Eastern Star Scholarship 
| Keelie Jo Bolen

Pacific Islanders Scholarship |  
Tiana Medley

Paul Lemons Memorial Scholarship |  
Viviana Armstrong

Phyllis Martin Lord Scholarship |  
Elicina Hernandez

Pizza Edge Scholarship | Destiny Ruiz, 
Primo Rabelista, Jayden Yazzie, &  
Trevin Harrison

Richard & Margarita Gardea 
Excellence in Education Scholarship | 
Ebone Erving

Russell R. Smith -  Kendall Rauk 
Softball Scholarship |  
Marianna Zumerle

Russell R. Smith - Taylor Hollestelle 
Softball Scholarship | Jaylenn Jurado

Russell R. Smith - Hope Casarez 
Softball Scholarship |  
Mia Carbonell

Safford Lions Club Scholarship |  
Bentlee Hoopes & Randi McEuen

Safford Rotary Club Scholarship |  
Morgan Green & Justin James

Sarah Lamoreaux Memorial 
Scholarship | Tucker Nielsen

Southwest Gas Scholarship | 
Monica Gaylord

Stephanie Ann Udall Memorial Music 
Scholarship | Dathan Kartchner  & 
Danielle Welker

Sumitomo - Freeport McMoRan 
Scholarship | Orlando Romero, 
 Austin Hollowell, & Jackson Palmer

United Way of Graham & Greenlee  
Counties Scholarship  |  
Brock Conrad, Kassandra Shields, Gary 
Najar, Samantha Van Houten, Jason 
Whitlock, Hailey Smith, Heather Lee, 
Amanda Barlow, Katriella Jernigan, 
Natalye Hanna, Alia Camacho, Shaylee 
Hunt, Ashley Cully, Amanda Pass, Maria 
Bustamante, Elizabeth Warn, Ryan 
Lehmann, Rosie Granados, Madisen 
Farris, Cameron Huffman, Eliana 
Aguilar, Treyvon Cheney, Esteban Ruiz, 
William Crum, Ethan Curtis, Brandon 
Udall, Anjelika Murillo, Carly McWhorter, 
Miranda McGinty, & Chaleese Webb 

Virginia Rae Barr Memorial 
Scholarship  | Kayme Smith

Walter & Julia Rogers Scholarship  |  
Kambry West

Warren & Anna Campbell Nursing 
Scholarship  | Savannah Flores

Wilford Stailey Memorial Scholarship  
| Destiny Foster

William J. Bone Scholarship  | 
 Kason Jacquez & Vanessa Hudson

#saveaskyler Scholarship  |  
Hayden Tucker 

Scholarships
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50 YEARS OF 
DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE

EA Honors Richard W. Mattice for

Eastern Arizona College  is 
proud to honor Richard 
W. “Ric” Mattice, ‘64, for 

50 years of dedicated service on 
the Graham County Community 
C o l l e g e  D i st r i c t  G ove r n i n g 
Board. Appointed in 1974 by then-
County School Superintendent 
Dan Hinton, Mattice’s tenure is  
believed to be the longest of 
any community college board 
member in Arizona’s history.

Over the past five decades, 
Mattice has been a guiding 
force at EA, supporting four 
College presidents and helping 
the institution navigate financial 
challenges, infrastructural growth, 
and changing educational needs. 
Under his leadership, EA has 
become a vital contributor to 
the local economy, generating 
nearly $250 million annually 
and expanding access to higher 
educ ation for thousands of 
students across rural Arizona.

Mattice’s strategic vision has left 
a profound impact, particularly 
in his role appointing Gherald L. 
Hoopes Jr., a seasoned executive 
from Southern Pacific Railroad, as 
College president during a pivotal 
financial period. This decision was 
instrumental in securing state 
equalization funding, a move  
that solidified EA’s long-term 
financial stability and enabled its 
continued growth.

“Ric’s unparalleled tenure on the 
Governing Board epitomizes a 
legacy of service and foresight,” 
said EAC President Todd Haynie. 
“His contributions are woven into 
the fabric of our College, and we 
are deeply grateful for the wisdom 
and stability he has provided over 
five decades.”

Throughout his tenure, Mattice 
has overseen the enhancement 
of EA’s academic programs and 
facilities, including the expansion 
of the Nursing Program, the 
S t u d e nt  S e r v i c e s  b u i l d i n g , 
and the Gherald L. Hoopes Jr. 
Activities Center. His commitment 
to growth and excellence has 
helped EA remain a center of  
opportunity for students, faculty, 
and residents alike.

Mattice and his wife, Valerie, 
live in Pima, Ariz., where they  
raised six children. 

Reflecting on his half-century of 
service, Mattice remarked, “It has 
been a privilege to serve EA and 
our community for 50 years. We 
live in an area that understands the 
importance of higher education, 
and it means a lot to know EA will 
be here for generations to come.”

Eastern Arizona College extends 
its deepest gratitude to Ric Mattice 
and his family for his unmatched 
service, vision, and dedication.  

“...a legacy 
of service and 
foresight...”

50 Years of Service
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Alumni!
Tell us what’s new!

Send your information to: 
Alumnotes - EAC Alumni Association
615 N. Stadium Ave.
Thatcher, A 85552
Or by e-mail at: alumni@eac.edu

ALUMNI

1950s
DWAIN GALE, ’58,  served a 
mission for his church after 
graduating from Eastern 
Arizona Junior College

Mr. Gale earned a master’s 
degree at the University 
of Arizona in agricultural 
education.  He worked for 
Phelps Dodge Mining and 
came back to teach agriculture 
courses at EA.  He completed 
his career at Fort Thomas High 
School as vocational director.

Dwain dated SHARON OWENS 

GALE, ’63, while at EAJC.  They 
married when he returned 
from missionary service.  She 
completed a bachelor’s in 
education at UofA.

RICHIE ALBRIGHT, ’59, was 
introduced to country singer 
Waylon Jennings while living in 
Bagdad, Ariz.  Waylon invited 
him to be his drummer at 
the legendary JD’s nightclub 
in Tempe.  As they grew in 
popularity, they moved to 
Nashville, Tenn.  Richie played 
in Waylon Jenning’s band for 
nearly 50 years.  The pair were 
known for creating the Outlaw 
country style during the 1970s.

1960s
ROBERT HINES, ’64, grew up on 
the Pima Indian Reservation . 
He came to EA for an education 

in business and met VONDA 

CUMMINGS, ’64, at a dance.  
That meeting led to a marriage 
of 60 years.  

They transferred to Northern 
A r i zo n a  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d 
completed their bachelor’s 
degrees.  

Robert served for six years in 
the United States Air Force, 
ending with the rank of captain.  
While stationed in the Middle 
East, he received the Air Force 
Commendation Medal.

D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e,  Vo n d a 
began her teaching career.  
After Robert’s return from the 
military, they both completed 
their master’s degrees.  Robert 
bec ame a public school 
principal, and Vonda became 
a counselor. 

They retired to Florida and are 
enjoying the tropical scenery. 

HERMAN “HERM” J. SPENCER, 

’64, earned his degree from 
EAJC in 1964. He joined the 
US Army and  was assigned 
to the First Armored Division. 
Following his honorable military 
service, he earned his Master 
of Business Administration 
degree at ASU. 

In 1970, Herm married Kay 
Garrotto .

Herm held management and 
leadership positions at Cochise 

County Hospital in Douglas, 
Ariz. He served as Hospital 
Administrator of Northern Inyo 
Hospital in Bishop, Calif. from 
1977 until his retirement in 2003.

Herm always stayed active and 
healthy. He competed in 200 + 
races, including 23 marathons 
and 40 half-marathons.

1980s
SKYLER EVANS ‘83, and WANDA 

WEBB EVANS ‘83, met at EA.  
Wanda came to EA on a music 
scholarship, and performed in 
the choir. 

As a work study,  Skyler 
videotaped the EA Volleyball 
games for Jerry Hekakia.  
Skyler has been a Monster 
Volleyball fan ever since and 
rarely misses a game. 

After getting married and 
raising a family, both earned 
their respective masters’ 
degrees through NAU.

They both taught in the Safford 
School District for 25 years.

“We raised our family in the Gila 
Valley.  It’s a great place to live.  
[EA] has been a big part of our 
lives.  We’ve [taken] classes... 
attended fine arts programs, 
...and ...watched the school 
grow through the years.”

2010s
DR. KALEB VALDEZ, ’10, says his 
experience at EA aligned with 
his bachelor’s at BYU-Hawaii, 
including studying abroad with 
the Jerusalem Center for Near 
Eastern Studies.

His emphasis in Middle Eastern 
Culture, alongside studying five 
languages allowed him to work 
internationally for Enactus. He 
served as a regional program 
manager, overseeing chapters 
on 120 university campuses, 
He helped fund and build four 
children’s homes in Cambodia, 
freed 900 child laborers from 
cacao plantations in Ivory 
Coast, and constructed a 
preschool in Tuvalu. 

He moved to Dallas, Texas,  
to complete his chiropractic 
doctorate before running a 
private practice. 

He opened a practice in Utah, 
with Dr. Bridger Cutler where 
they began purchasing and 
acquiring practices of retiring 
doctors, failing offices, and 
distressed ownership clinics Pictured: Skyler Evans ‘83, and 

Wanda Webb Evans ‘83

MONSTER ALUMNOTES MONSTER ALUMNOTES MONSTER

Alumnotes
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Donors of $100,000 +
Anonymous

Donors of $25,000 +
Freeport McMoRan - Safford

Donors of $10,000+
Mr. & Mrs. Robert V. D. Booth, Jr.
Large Binocular Telescope Corp.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Elaine Robak

Donors of $1,000 +
Anonymous
Mr. Richard Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. William J. & Retha Bone
Cobre Valley Regional Medical Center
Mr. Chris Daman
Mr. & Mrs. Geoff & Jennifer DeSpain
EAC Student Nurses Association
Emil Crockett Agency, Inc.
Freeport-McMoRan Inc. - Miami
GFWC - Woman’s Club of Safford
KDG Real Estate, LLC
Mrs. Connie Keith
Drs. Jim & Cindy DeVaney Olvey
Safford Rotary Club

Mary Kim Titla & John Mosley
Lt. Col. Susan Turley

Donors of $500 +
Anonymous
Globe Rotary Club
Dr. Robbin Mac Donald
Dr. & Mrs. Gary & Bettie Sorensen
Mr. Bo Warmouth
Mr. & Mrs. William & Patti Wren

Donors of $250 +
Mr. & Mrs. Keith & Charlotte Alexander
Ms. Heather Augenstein
Mrs. Debbie Claridge
Mrs. Raydene Cluff
Ms. Judy Farley
Ms. Alma Flores
Mr. & Mrs. Phil & Sharon Foster
Pres. & Mrs. Todd & Shalay Haynie
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald & Virginia Horejsi
Ms. Yvonne Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. David & Carol Konopnicki
Mr. & Mrs. Phil & Kay Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Kris & Stacie McBride
Ms. Kate McCluskey

Mr. & Mrs. Randy & Susan Norton
Mr. & Mrs. James & Mackenzie Pryor
Mr. & Mrs. Edward & Sherli Skinner
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt & Molly Steffens
We l l s  Fa rg o  C o m m u n i t y  S u p p o r t 
Campaign

Donors of $100+
Mrs. Marjorie Fyffe Allen
Mrs. Marva Bryce
Mrs. Nancy Carpenter
Dr. & Mrs. Nathan & Hyla Cline
Mr. Don Colvin
Mr. & Mrs. Brian & Karen Coppola
Mr. Ferrell Fish
Mr. & Mrs. Dwain & Sharon Gale
Mrs. Wendy Hays
Mr. & Mrs. Buddy & Glenda Jones
Mrs. Pamala Jones
Ms. Sara Lemley
Mr. Bill Lewers
Dr. Joseph Martin
Dr. & Mrs. Paul & Tina McMaster
Mr. & Mrs. Normand & Carolyn Messier
Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Nancy Mitchell

EAC Foundation Donors
Those listed below are greatly appreciated for helping us continue making a difference in the lives of more than 250 students each year.   
The following donations were received between January 1, 2024 and June 30, 2024

that they turn around and 
revitalize. 

H e  p e r f o r m s  w i t h  t h e 
Tabernacle Choir at Temple 
Square and is preparing for a 
South American tour. 

He authored an international 
best-seller called “Starving 
Babies”,  that focuses on 
prenatal, pregnancy, and post-
partum health.

H e  i s  g r a t e f u l  f o r  h i s 
experiences at EA. His love 
for choir came from Dr. Bruce 
Bishop and Patti Raines, and 
his activism and academia from 
Dr. Gary Sorenson and Patti 

Wren. He presents his family’s 
memorial scholarship at the 
EA scholarship banquet, and 
loves seeing how the school is 
growing and changing to serve 
more students.

DESERAI WEBB ROWLEY, ’11 

AND ’15, daughter of DARRIN 

AND MICHELLE WEBB, ’90 and 
granddaughter of EDWIN AND 

ZELLA WEBB, ’59, attended 
the EA Gila Institute For 
Technology program during 
high school. She graduated  
from EA in 2011. 

After losing her first husband to 
cancer, CARSON HATCH ’11, she 

went back to EA and graduated 
from the nursing program in 
2015. 

Later, she met Kyle Rowley and 
married him. Kyle was in the 
Army and stationed in El Paso, 
Texas, where Deserai started 
her nursing career. In 2017, she 
earned her bachelor’s degree. 
After the military, they moved 
back to Arizona.

She continued to work and 
loved being an advocate for 
patients .

She earned her master’s 
degree in nursing education 
in  2024. 

Since 2018, Deserai has been a 
clinical instructor for EA. 

Never forgetting her roots 
and wanting to give back to 
the College, the students and 
those around her, she applied 
for and accepted a job at EA in 
2023 as a Nursing Education 
Coordinator. In 2024, she 
accepted the position as 
the associate professor of 
nursing, always giving back and 
helping future nursing students 
succeed at EA. 

Alumnotes Cont.
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If your IRA is life’s dessert, the thought of being forced to pay 
taxes on a distribution you would rather not take may leave a 
sour taste in your mouth. It does not have to.

A Sweet Choice
IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER

You contributed to and saved your IRA all your life. Do 
not let taxes spoil it. Use your IRA’s RMD to support the 
cause you love. Replace the disappointment of taxes 
with the delight of helping others.

There is a sweeter choice. Rather than take the required minimum distribution, call your IRA administrator and ask them to 
gift all or part of the RMD to our organization. Make sure the distribution comes directly to our mission and not to you.

When you do, you:

Do not pay income tax on the distribution

Satisfy your RMD up to $105,000

IRA
May We Help You?
To learn more, please contact us. We would welcome the 
opportunity to answer further questions and work with you 
and your advisors. 

Copyright © 2024 Crescendo Interactive, Inc. Used by permission. 22JC07

Ms. Lydia Newkirk
Mr. & Mrs. Joe & Linda Ochoa
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Amy Ollerton
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin & Jody Peck
Ms. Chalene Preston
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan & Shannon Rapier
Dr. & Mrs. Robert & Donna Richman
Mr. Roman Salazar
Mrs. Jessica Slan
Mr. John O. Smith
Mr. Herman Spencer
Mr. & Mrs. David & Kristie Udall
Mr. Spencer Udall
Mr. & Mrs. Darrin & Michelle Webb
Mr. & Mrs. Heston & Melissa Welker
Mr. & Mrs. Jim & Bev Wilding
Mr. & Dr. Ballard & Susan Wood

Up to $100
Mrs. Lily Barnes
Ms. Timilie Carragher
Mr. & Mrs. Peter & Charmaine Chidester
Dr. & Mrs. Eric & Tonka Curtis
Mr. & Mrs. Kent & Kay Ellett
Mr. & Mrs. Scott & Brenda Gardner
Ms. Sue Gill
Mr. & Mrs. Craig & Janell Hackett
Mr. & Mrs. Erik & Crystal Lehmann
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher & Heather Lentz

Mr. & Mrs. Steve & Stephanie Loya
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick & Geraldine Lukens
Mrs. Marcia Macdonald
Mr. Rudy Madueno
Mr. & Mrs. Trae & Stacy Morris
Mr. & Mrs. John & Erica Parnell
Mr. Johnny Payne
Ms. Tammy Powers
Mr. & Mrs. F. Dennis & Migdalia Roberts
Mr. Jeffry Skiba
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew & Candace Skousen
Mr. & Mrs. Craig & Christie Smith
Ms. Jinger Stephenson
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford & Cynthia Thompson
Mr. Darrell Thompson
Mr. Victor Urquidi
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron & Janel Westerfield
Mr. Jack Wilson
Mr. Edward Zahren

Foundations
United Way of Graham & Greenlee 
Counties
Safford Lions Foundation Inc.
Valley of the Sun Chapter, United Way
Wells Fargo Foundation Educational
   Matching Gift Program

Gift-In-Kind
Eric E. Blessing
Bret King
Anonymous

In Memory of
Charlie Hatch
Lanell Martin
DeVar J. Brown
Brooks Curtis
Ruth Ann Woods Crandell Hoopes
Analee Hunsaker
Marjorie Hunt
Terry K. Johnson
Gerald L. Jones
Rosalie Loya
Williamena “Billie” L. McBride
Jeanette McBride Mullenaux
Maryleen Nelson 
Alberta Rapier
Marjorie L. Hunt Talley
Dudley S. Welker
Linda R. Woods
Skyler Wren

In Honor of
Brent & Raydene Cluff
Myrna Curtis

Donors
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Delford R. Bolinger, ’68 – January 1, 2024

Robert M. Kane, ’69 – January 1, 2024

Thomas D. Wogaman, ’50 – January 6, 2024

Dale G. Clonts, ’50 - January 8, 2024

James L. Kirby, ’57 – January 10, 2024

Joseph A. Fout, ’86 – January 10, 2024

William H. Prestridge, ’91 – January 10, 2024

Richard A. Hartner, ’63 – January 14, 2024

DeVar J. Brown, ’59 – January 15, 2024

Raymond D. Earven, ’78 – January 20, 2024

Marjorie L. Hunt Talley, ’54 – January 25, 2024

Jonda L. Johnson Gardner, ’53 – February 2, 2024

Archie Bingham Garrard, ’47 – February 2, 204

Elbert J. Layton, ’66 – February 6, 2024

Markus Romero, ’13 – February 7, 2024

Brian K. Estavillo, ’89 – February 9, 2024

Michael W. Hawkins, ’63 – February 12, 2024

Janell Kempton Palmer, ’50 – February 13, 2024

Michael A. Roth ’73 – February 13, 2024

Walter “Gene” Eugene Seale, ’78 – February 14, 2024

Kit D. Judd,’74 – February 16, 2024

Joyce L. Henwood Burkett, ’93 – February 20, 2024

Jeffrey K. Estes, ’90 – February 28, 2024

Albert W. McLemore, ’90 – February 28, 2024

Esther Nunez Gonzales, ’93 – March 3, 2024

Linda E. Kay Bingham, ’69 – March 7, 2024

Marie Maloy Busby, ’52 – March 9, 2024

Chad R. Dupont, ’13 – March 9, 2024

Lynne Whipple,’67 – March 9,2024

Thomas E. Smith, ’65 – March 18, 2024

Cecilia Sonive Alvarado, ’88 – March 22, 2024

Rodney B. Platt, ’57 – March 22, 2024

Barbara Jordan Clifford, ’52 – March 25, 2024

Carol Ellsworth, ’48 – March 26, 2024

Diana J. Bright Hughes, ’63 – March 26, 2024

Arlene A. Maner, ’96 – March 29, 2024

John S. Crosby, ’61 – March 30, 2024

RuthAnn Woods Crandall Hoopes, ’54 – April 5, 2024

Lyle D. Thompson, ’54 – April 8, 2024

Mary E. Morris Flunder, ’67 – April 14, 2024

Trevor L. Sumner, ’22 – April 21, 2024

Demetrio R. Jaquez, ’65 – April 23, 2024

Gerald L. Jones, ’65 – April 23, 2024

Carmen Slough, ’06 – April 27, 2024

Cristi M. Vargas, ’02 – April 28, 2024

William S. Baca, Jr., ’78 – May 1, 2024

Lanny J. Crockett,’58 – May 1, 2024

Allwin “AJ”  J. Clark, ’63 – May 2, 2024

Irene Estes Delich, ’65 – May 4, 2024

LaVada Allred Layton, ’80 – May 11, 2024

Ernest R. Renteria, ’70 – May 11, 2024

Betty Angle Larson,’62 – May 28, 2024

Russellene “Rustie” Murdock Clifford, ’95 – May 29, 2024

Jeanette McBride Mullenaux, ’52 – June 2, 2024

Williamena “Billie” McBride, ’75 – June 3, 2024

Gene R. Larson, ’50 – June 7, 2024

Charles “Charlie” A. Hatch, ’84 – June 9, 2024

Tammie L. Swann, ’92 – June 13, 2024

Wilma J. Sandoval, ’71 – June 15, 2024

Francisco R. Alcocer, ’61 – June 29, 2024

In  Memoriam

Obituaries Jan. 1, 2024 - Jun. 30, 2024

Wedding  Bells

In Memoriam
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1 Jan. 6, 2024 
Hana Estrada ‘23 
& Jared Ritman ‘23

Jan. 8, 2024 
Rachel Waite ’22 
& Logan McMartin

Jan. 13, 2024 
Brindy Blake ’23 
& Judd Neil ‘23

2 Feb. 16, 2024 
Alissa Hall 
& Hunter Woods ‘20

Feb. 17, 2024 
Tarah L. Barney ’23 
& Cole P. Knudsen ‘23

Mar. 15, 2024 
Kaylie Gardner ’23 
& Wyatt Cox ’23

Mar. 23, 2024 
Polly Evans ’17 
& James Self, ’16

Apr. 20, 2024 
McKenzie Mowers 
& Grant Richardson ’20 

Apr. 20, 2024
Kylee Wood ’23 
& Michael Guy ’21

Apr. 23, 2024
Elizabeth Echols ’23 
& Stewart West ’23

3 Apr. 26, 2024
Olivia Mullenaux ’19 
& Seth Ellison ’17

May 11, 2024
Madisen Farris, ’23 
& Tate Skousen, ’25

May 11, 2024
Alyssa McRae ’24 
& McKay Griffin ’23

May 18, 2024
Maya Mattice, ’24 
& Brady Overson, ’24

Jun. 1, 2024
Kelcie Carroll 
& Darius Martindell ‘24

4 Jun. 8, 2024
Emma Orton, ’24 
& Jake Platt

Jun. 8, 2024 
Grace Haller ’20 
& Given Chatelain

5 Jun. 12, 2024
Anna Bingham, ’24 
& Jacob Beals, ’24

6 Jun. 22, 2024
Amanda Johnston, ’14 
& David Collins

Wedding  Bells

Monster Merch

Scan the code and get 
your gear at the online 
EA Campus Store!

Weddings
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Groundbreaking outside of EA’s Old Main  
after it burned, circa 1979. 

Pictured left to right:  
Gherald L. Hoopes, Jr., Unknown, Ruby Stinson, Wayne 
McGrath, Bill Griffin, Don Preston, Rex Barney, Donald 
Welker, Robert Carrasco, James Brogdon, Unknown, 
Brooks Leonard, and Richard W. Mattice.
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