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NEW LOGO AND GILA HANK
EAC Unveils New Logo and 
Updated Gila Hank

Change was in the air as EAC faculty, staff, and students 
returned to campus for the Fall 2022 semester. Most 

noticeably, the College had adopted a new primary logo 
and updated their decades-old Gila Hank mascot. Despite 
the change, it was announced that the traditional Gila 
Hank mascot—designed in 1947 by The Arizona Republic 
cartoonist, Reg Manning—would remain visible in a retro, 
classic role. The College’s traditional purple and gold colors 
would also remain.

Together the new logo and updated mascot are part of a 
new brand identity for the College that takes its primary 
design from more than 300 surveys and 15 comprehensive 
focus groups held with students, faculty, staff, and 
community members over the past year. It replaces the 
College’s mountain 
logo that was created in 
1997 and refreshes the 
75-year-old Gila Hank for 
use in digital platforms.

EAC’s new primary logo 
features a bold shield 
reminiscent of the main 
architectural element 
used in past and current 
campus structures. Inside that shield is a stylized “EA” 
monogram. For decades, faculty, students, and the local 
community have affectionately referred to Eastern Arizona 
College as “EA.” The new logo was specifically designed 
to embrace that identity and create a brand that will more 
effectively resonate with both current students and alumni. 

“We consistently heard that the College’s primary logo 
should be bold and traditional yet retain a modern look 
and feel,” said Todd Haynie, EAC president. “Our designer 
achieved this tall order by coupling the traditional shield with 
a stylized “EA” monogram – the letters most often used to 
vocally reference the College for the past 134 years.”

The new identity system follows best design practices 
that extend the primary logo to various versions that brand 

a growing institution – something EAC’s mountain logo 
struggled to accomplish.  

“EAC’s brand is critical in today’s competitive landscape. 
The new design seizes every opportunity to tell our story on 
every platform. It expresses why students should chose us 
over the others, communicates the quality of our services, 
and uses the boldest imagery to make us immediately 
recognizable. It is simply amazing.”

For maximum brand recognition, the new brand identity 
also extends the College’s primary logo to the EAC Athletic 
Department, including an refreshed version of Gila Hank. 
The new athletic design is the culmination of input that 
indicated change was needed, but that Gila Hank should 

remain a strong, confident, and 
bold fighter.

Based on best design practices, 
this system includes the 
College’s “EA” monogram 
as the primary athletic mark, 
the mascot mark for informal 
merchandising, the extended 
mascot mark for athletic 
programs, and full body versions 

of the classic, new, and youth Gila Hanks.

“Eastern Arizona College has been known as the Gila 
Monsters for more than 100 years and Gila Hank has been 
a core element since 1947,” Haynie added. “The updated 
version is committed to the central idea of Gila Hank over 
time, has the capacity to transcend change, and provides 
limitless marketing and public relations opportunities.”

The design was developed with significant creative 
assistance from the College’s current and former design 
students. Monique Saldaña, ‘17 – a current EAC employee 
and former graphic design student – played a key role in 
the new visual identity. She made extensive revisions and 
exclusively created the Gila Hank youth mark.

Local Professionals assist
EAC Students
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EAC STUDENTS

Through their efforts to grow lasting local 
partnerships, the EAC Foundation discovered 

that many entities across the Gila Valley are interested 
in supporting students seeking higher educational 
opportunities.

For their generosity, the EAC Foundation thanks the 
following entities and individuals:

- Dr. Scott and Melissa Sellers from Elite Eye Care 
Center who provided a fine arts specific scholarship to 
Melanie Bolen.  

- Dr. Nicholas Elkins from the Pain Institute of Southern 
Arizona who established the Jose Sosa scholarship. 
This scholarship is named in honor of Mr. Sosa who 
was instrumental in building the ASPIRE  program 
at EAC. The Jose Sosa scholarship was awarded to 
Jessenia Rodriguez.

- Vaughn Grant and Jenna Ferrin from Country 
Financial who provided a general education 
scholarship provided to Aubrey Palmer.

- The good folks at LifeNet-Air Methods who provided 
a nursing scholarship to Stephanie Peck.

If you, or your business, are interested in establishing 
a scholarship of any amount and providing valuable 
assistance to EAC students, please contact the EAC 
Foundation at (928) 428-8295. 

EAC Unveils New Logo and 
Updated Gila Hank

Local Professionals assist
EAC Students

This semester, EAC students are gaining access to greater academic opportunities 
thanks to generous donations from local professionals and businesses. 

Jenna Ferrin, Aubrey Palmer, and Vaughn Grant

Jessenia Rodriguez and Dr. Nicholas Elkins
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DONORS

Donors of $100,000 or more
United Way of Graham & Greenlee     	
	 Counties
Cobre Valley Regional Medical 		
	 Center

Donors of $50,000 or More
Arcadia Chapter No. 9 Order of 		
	 Eastern Star

Donors of $10,000 or More
American Southwest Credit Union
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Robert V. D. Booth, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Elaine Robak
Safford Lions Foundation Inc.

Donors of $1,000 or More
Mr. Richard Anderson
Eastern Arizona Hispanic Heritage 	
	 Corp
Emil Crockett Agency, Inc.
Freeport McMoRan ‑ Safford
GFWC ‑ Woman’s Club of Safford
Mr. Max Phillips
Ms. Kristie Putnam
Ms. Donna Rufener
Mrs. Barbara Sherman
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon & Sharon Smith
Southwest Gas Corporation
Ms. Mary Kim Titla & Mr. John Mosley
Lt. Col. Susan Turley
 Saint Rose of Lima Catholic Church

Donors of $500 or More
Anonymous
Mrs. Phyllis W Bushman
Mrs. Connie Callaway
Mr. & Mrs. Don & Juline Curtis
Country Financial
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew & Jennifer Earl
Edward Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff & Elizabeth Henley
Mr. Arnulfo Hernandez, Jr.
Mr. Hudson Lee
Mr. & Mrs. James & Flora McBride

Mr. Jim Moser
Mrs. Barbara Stailey

Donors of $250 or More
Mr. & Mrs. Keith & Charlotte 		
	 Alexander
Amazon Smiles
Ms. Heather Augenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Dennie & Fay Butterfield
Mr. & Mrs. David & Joyce Caraher
Mr. & Mrs. Peter & Charmaine 		
	 Chidester
Mr. Don Colvin
Mr. & Mrs. Geoff & Jennifer DeSpain
Estate of Jack Braithwaite
Ms. Judy Farley
Mrs. Karen Ferber
Mr. Terrance Giroux
Mr. & Mrs. Danny & Amber Hawman
Pres. & Mrs. Todd & Shalay Haynie
Mr. Richard Kellner
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis & Mary Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Phil & Kay Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Kris & Stacie McBride
Service Support Systems Inc
Mr. Will Wadkins
Mr. Bo Warmouth
Wells Fargo Community Support 	
	 Campaign

Donors of $100 or More
Anonymous
Mr. DeVar Brown
Mrs. Debbie Claridge
Mr. Scott Dahl
Mr. & Mrs. McKay & Stephanie 		
	 DeSpain
East Valley Floors Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Kent & Kay Ellett
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Karen Fox
Mr. & Mrs. Scott & Sabrina Freestone
Ms. Tawnya Gray
Mr. & Mrs. Mark & Nona Herrington
Mr. & Mrs. Hank & Kathy Hoeft
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin & Marcia John
Ms. Cynthia Kline
Mr. & Dr. Curtis & Janice Lawhorn
Mrs. Linda Lewis
Mr. Dennis Lunt
Dr. & Mrs. David & Judy Lunt
Mr. & Mrs. Ted & Lisa Lunt
Dr. Joseph Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Billie McBride
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff & Carolyn McCormies
Mr. & Mrs. Jay & Lanae McDorman
Dr. & Mrs. Paul & Tina McMaster
Mr. Steven Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Bill & Nancy Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Patricia Nelson

Mr. Gerald Nikolaus
Mr. & Mrs. Randy & Susan Norton
Mr. & Mrs. Joe & Linda Ochoa
Mr. & Mrs. Marcy & Louisa Ochoa
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Amy Ollerton
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin & Jody Peck
Ms. Chalene Preston
Mr. & Mrs. Courtney & Tavia Raley
Dr. & Mrs. Robert & Donna
	 Richman
Mr. & Mrs. Larry & Diane Rowley
Mr. & Mrs. Jared & Amanda Sawyer
Mr. & Mrs. Edward & Sherli Skinner
Mr. John O. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Gary & Bettie Sorensen
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt & Molly Steffens
Mr. Darrell Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. David & Kristie Udall
Mr. Spencer Udall
Mr. & Mrs. Felix & Alma Valles
Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie & Pat Weaver
Mr. & Mrs. Keith & Pamela Webb
Mr. & Mrs. Heston & Melissa Welker
Mr. & Mrs. Jim & Bev Wilding
Dr. Thomas Wogaman
Mr. & Dr. Ballard & Susan Wood
Ms. Annemarie Wooding
Mr. & Mrs. William & Patti Wren

Up to $100
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Danny & Denice Battraw
Mrs. Julia Bauman
Ms. Kirsten Becker-Valero
Ms. Timilie Carragher
Mr. & Mrs. Randy & Jody Clawson
Dr. & Mrs. Nathan & Hyla Cline
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel & Deanna Cluff
Dr. & Mrs. Eric & Tonka Curtis
Mr. & Mrs. Otto & Sally Gal
Mr. & Mrs. Darrin & Crystal Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Brad & Amy Hemphill
Mr. & Mrs. Erik & Crystal Lehmann
Ms. Sara Lemley
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher & Heather 	
	 Lentz
Mr. & Mrs. Lance & Candace Lines
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick & Geraldine Lukens
Mrs. Terry Martineau McCaffery
Mr. Neal Montierth
Mr. & Mrs. Trae & Stacy Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond & Kimberly Orr
Mr. & Mrs. Jim & Celinda Palmer
Mr. & Mrs. John & Erica Parnell
Mr. & Mrs. Chris & Sherry Porter
Ms. Tammy Powers
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan & Shannon Rapier
Mr. & Mrs. Steve & Melanie Self
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew & Candace 		

	 Skousen
Mrs. Jessica Slan
Mr. & Mrs. Craig & Christie Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford & Cynthia 		
	 Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Brooks & Suzette Udall
Mr. & Mrs. Darrin & Michelle Webb
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron & Janel Westerfield
Mr. Michael Weston
Mr. & Mrs. Rick & Pam Woods
Mr. Edward Zahren

Matching Donations:
Wells Fargo Foundation Educational 	
	 Matching Gift Program

Gift-In-Kind
Graham Motor Company LLC
Eric Mayhew

In Honor of...
Myrna J. Curtis
Joseph Martin
James L. McBride
Ken Sirotnik
Dudley S. Welker

In Memory of...
Elda Lou Allred
Brooks Curtis
LaDawn Curtis
William W. Dallas
C. Neil DeWitt
Betty Jo Ferrin
Robert E. Griffin
Analee Hunsaker
Israel C. Jorgensen
Mona L. Larson
Jane F. Love
Nayda V. Luster
Constance E. Montierth
Judith M. Moser
Marland L. Norton
Trelva Palmer
Charlotte S. Phillips
Alberta Rapier
Harold J. Rowley
George D. Shurtz
Marilyn Sorensen
Marvel Stradling
Stephanie Ann Udall
Jeffrey R. Vaughn
William Wayne
Dr. Crae Wilson

EAC Foundation Donors
We greatly appreciate the individuals and organizations listed below for helping us continue to make a difference in the lives of 
more than 100 students each year. The following donations were received between January 1, 2022 and June 30, 2022.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Allen & Marie Cress Music Scholarship................................................................Briarly Crandall
Alumni Association Scholarship.....................................................................................Shayci Echols, 

Samantha Palmer, Linzee Passey, Grant Allred, Joann Wahl, Brielle Ray, 
Amber Jarvis, Jarelyn McClain, Madison Voelker Webb, Breeana Burkett

Anna Deanne Millett, Don & Carlotta Pace Scholarship.......................... Brandon Udall
Annabell Weech Rufener Scholarship.......................................................................... Tirzah Olson
Ashley Marie Beals Scholarship...................................................................................Camilla Larson
Aviant Healthcare Scholarship........................................................................Renee Garlinghouse
Bayacan Scholarship.......................................................................................................................Emilia Clark
Bernstein Brothers Memorial Scholarship....................................................Shauntay Walker
Brianna Varnam Memorial Scholarship...........................................................................Alexa Luna
Bruce & Roberta Bishop Scholarship...........................................................Savannah Gambell
Carl Kyser Award.................................................................................................................................Brad Batista
Charles Raymond Rhodes  Memorial Geology Scholarship................ Nikea Tianna 

Lambson
Cobre Valley Regional Medical Center Scholarship..........................Megan McDowell
D. Myrtice Wyland Memorial Scholarship...................................................................Kelbie Flake
David Tammer Creative Writing Award......................................................................... Hudson Lee
Dennis Braithwaite Memorial Music Scholarship......................................Tanner Claridge
Don & Verlon Preston Family Memorial Scholarship...................................Kaysha Griffin
Donald J. Caldwell Scholarship..................................... ..................Keiryn Lines, Mallie Lawlor, 

Kathryn Mortenson, Connor Thrasher, Marlene Rivera, 
Emily Cooper, Celeste Hawkins

Dorothy Duke Curtis Scholarship.......................................................Brandon Ericksonmoen, 
Douglas Michael Loeb Memorial Scholarship.................................................Brett Knighton, 

Rodney Fanta, Koby Davis, Jonah Story, Nash Mattice, 
Lemiah Anderson, James Maldonado

Dr. David Lunt Choral Music Scholarship...........................................................Tanner Claridge
Dr. Dorine Chancellor Athletic Scholarships.............Cassidy Morrow & Noah Ogoli
Dr. Everett & Gwen Edington Scholarship...............................................................Lisa Edwards 
Dr. Pam Rule Scholarship................................................................. Abigail Fry & Brooklyn Angle
Dr. Ron Keith Memorial Scholarship..............................................................Victoria Thompson,
E. James Lee, Jacqueline McFadden Lee Scholarship..........................Emma Nelson,

Kaiden Murphy
EAC Faculty Association............................................................ Jacob Seward & Kara Williams 
EAC Foundation Automotive Scholarship...................Tegan Strowd, Sabrina Smith, 

Jayden Crowther, Seth Hutchens, Andrew Cluff
EAC Foundation Nursing Scholarship...........................Julian Rascon, Stormy Nichols, 

Alejandra Zepeda-Barraza & Stephanie Peck
Eastern Arizona Hispanic Heritage Corporation Scholarship............. Dakota Ybarra, 

Cailin Larson, Deziree Juarez & Aubrey Pace 
Eldon & Lucille Palmer Scholarship.............................................................................Melanie Bolen
Elaine Robak Scholarship............................................................ Jenna Myers & Hannah Swan
Elizabeth Louise Loeb Memorial Scholarship...................................................Owen Vincent
Emil Crockett Scholarship....................................................................................................Owen Vincent
Follett College Stores Scholarship.................................................................................Daniel Astrain
Fred & Olga Pace Scholarship...........................................................................................Austen Ashby
G. Wayne & Phillis Blake Scholarship...........................................................Samantha Dunmire
George & Helen Papas Memorial Scholarship.......................................................Sydni Curtis 
George R. Bingham Memorial Drama Scholarship...........................McKensie Whiting
GFWC Woman’s Club of Safford Scholarship..................................Myra Reynolds Peru
Graham County High Schools Concurrent Enrollment Scholarship.............................. ..

Kerstynn Bryce & Zoey Damron
H. Greg Brockmeier Scholarship........................................................................Jake Ferrin Brown, 

Ethen Hatch, Dallon Morgan
Harvey J. & Loretta Olsen Memorial  Scholarship...........................................Cassandra Hatch
Helen Johnson Bone Scholarship................................................................................. Melissa Veres

 Shelby Grissom
Jeffrey R. Vaughn Memorial Scholarship.................................................................Mariah Austin
Jerry & Verlene Anderson Scholarship.....................................................................Kayden Bigler
Jesse & Betty DeVaney Scholarship............................................................................Daniel Astrain
John Mickelson Endowed Scholarship................................................................Bethany Clonts
Kathryn Murphy-Spencer L. Kimball Scholarship.......................................Madisen Farris,

Elisabeth Stevens
Kayleen Green Memorial  Scholarship...................................................................Grace Williams
Keith & Kathleen McBride Crockett 
     Family Alumni Scholarship.......................................................................................... Harrison Oakes
Kristie Putnam Scholarship.............................................................................................Stephanie Peck
Mac Donald Scholarship Endowment.....................................................................Chloe McCain
Mark J. Green Excellence in Spanish Scholarship.................................. Maren Johnston
Mary Kim Titla Scholarship..............................................................................................Hailey Goseyun
Max and Clara Curtis Bennett Scholarship...........................................................Brooke Smith,

Samantha Vasquez, Temperance Calloway, Annalyn Harwood,
 Madison Chavez & Hunter Woods

Meghan Hammer Memorial Scholarship............................................................Raven Stevens
Mt. Graham Regional Medical Center 
Foundation Scholarship.................................................................. Nicole Adams, Morgan Davis, 

Nicole Ortiz, Alexa Contreras & Dakota Ybarra
NatureSweet Scholarship..............................................................................................................Keion May
Newman Sustaining Board Scholarship....................................................... Andrew Flores, Jr.
Paul Lemons Memorial Scholarship........................................................................... Angelina Allen
Paula Dinsmore Daman Memorial Scholarship......................................... Carolina Suorsa
Pay It Forward Scholarship...........................................Robert Zache, Breanna Stevenson, 

Adrian Curiel, Alexis Renteria, Katelyn Long,  Jessica
Reichelt, Alijah Widner, Avery Gillum, Madison Webb,

Bailey Castaneda, Amanda Hanon & Krisanna Attaway
Phyllis Martin Lord Scholarship..............................................................................Elicina Hernandez
Pizza Edge Scholarship..........................................................Nikayla Wagner, Jayliah Yazzie, & 

Tyrell Brown
Robert Robak Scholarship....................................................... Megan Bingham & Toby Shaw
Robert & Elaine Robak Theatre Scholarship.................................................Donte Smolinski
Safford Lions Club Scholarship.......................................Charity Nielson, Kelsee Pearson,

Payten John & Ty Mangum
Sarah Lamoreaux Memorial Scholarship.....................................................Angaleena Jarvis
Southwest Gas Scholarship..........................................................................................Kaitlyn Roderick
Students in Service Scholarship.........................................................................................Jenny Ordaz  
Sumitomo  Freeport McMoRan Scholarship..............................................Jacob Dunagan, 

Victor Trujillo & Kiyin Fasthorse
United Way of Graham & Greenlee Counties Scholarship..................Jasher Moffett,

Alyssa Bonilla, Leila Bulis, Mirandy Griffin, Destiny Dionne, Thaddeus Gray, 
Hyrum Kelly,, Aaron Alvarado, Eilzabeth Warn, Natalye Hanna, Alia Camacho, 

Jacob Bigelow, Jaime Blancarte,, Alexis McKinney, Uriah Benevidez,
 Maya Mattice,, Kolby Hancock, Benjamin Bistline, Megan Finch,, 

Tathra Ward, Maria Bustamante, Amanda Pass, Ashley Silvas, 
Shaylee Hunt, Adamaris Hernandez Valdez 

Virginia Rae Barr Memorial Scholarship............................................................. Jaiden Prescott
Walter & Julia Rogers Scholarship.......................................................Keauna Andrews Smith
Warren & Anna Campbell Nursing Scholarship......................................................................................	

Lindzy Hurtado, Llory Burnette
Wilford Stailey Memorial Scholarship.......................................................................Hayden Ashby
William D. Smith Scholarship.......................................................................................................Owen Lunt
William J. Bone Scholarship.......................................................Joel Nuno, Ashlynn McCartha

2022Scholarship Awards
Recipients of the 2022-2023 donor scholarships
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ALUMNOTES

	 Though he spent 
only one year at EAC, 
Dale LeMonds, ’97 
certainly made the most 
of it. He was a member 
of EAC’s 1997 baseball 
team -  the first to take the 
field since the program 
was discontinued in 
1981. He also met and 
eventually married his 
wife of more than 20 
years, Lisa Damron 
LeMonds ,’97.
	 After leaving EAC, 
Dale went on to receive a 
master’s degree in sports management 
from Virginia Commonwealth University. 
He also translated his experience 
as a collegiate baseball player into a 
coaching opportunity at the University of 
Richmond.
	 In 2005, Dale and Lisa opened their 
first Aveda Institute location in Denver. 
Aveda Institutes provide education in the 
fields of cosmetology, esthiology/skin 
care, and massage therapy. In 2008, the 
LeMonds opened their second Aveda 
Institute location in Tucson, followed by 
a location in Provo in 2010, Phoenix in 
2012, and Avondale in 2022. They also 
opened the LeMonds Spa and Salon at 
the Wigwam Resort in Litchfield Park, 
Arizona, in 2017.
	 Dale and Lisa have six children: Lucy, 
Chloe, Gavin, Jett, Maverick, and Bentley. 
Outside of work, Dale is a youth baseball 
coach for the Colorado Jets. Lisa is an 
accomplished hairdresser, but spends a 
majority of her time being a mom.

	 Upon her arrival at EAC in 2008, 
Eliza Wilson, ’10 got straight to work on 
her Associate of Arts degree, studying 
sports medicine and athletic training. She 
spent several semesters as a work-study 
student in the athletic training facility 

where she interacted with a majority of 
the EAC athletes, including a freshman 
football player named, Jonathan 
Solomon. 
	 In 2011, Eliza was accepted into the 
athletic training program at Southern 
Utah University. There she completed her 
Bachelor of Science degree in athletic 
training. One month after her graduation 
in 2013, she passed her certification test 
and officially became a Certified Athletic 
Trainer (ATC). Eliza’s first official 
position as an ATC found her back 
where it all began at Eastern Arizona 
College where she worked with 
the men’s and women’s basketball 
teams as an assistant athletic trainer, 
as well as providing additional 
coverage for the EAC football team. 
	 Following her professional 
stint at EAC, she worked in a variety 
of different arenas that included 
secondary education, military, 
clinical, and collegiate settings. 
However, with the onset of the 
pandemic, Eliza was furloughed 
almost immediately. Recognizing 
this as an opportunity, Eliza decided 
to further her education. In May 
of 2020, she was accepted into 
the Doctorate in Athletic Training 
program at Indiana State University. 

In the midst of completing her doctorate, 
Eliza was hired to be the athletic trainer for 
Safford High School in Safford, Arizona. 
She started this position during the fall of 
2020 and remains there today. 
	 Coincidentally, both Jonathan 
Solomon and Eliza Wilson finished 
their doctorate degrees this past May 
and traveled to Indiana State University 
to walk in graduation. Neither of them 
realized the other was attending Indiana 
State until a couple of months before the 
graduation ceremony when they caught 
up on social media. The graduation 
ceremony was the first time Jonathan 
and Eliza had seen each other since their 
days at EAC. 

	 Jonathan Solomon, ‘09 was born 
and raised on the eastside of Cleveland, 
Ohio. As the second youngest of a 
large blended family, he experienced 
a nomadic childhood—living in Ohio, 
Georgia, Minnesota, and California all 
before his 18th birthday. In all, Jonathan 
attended over 25 schools before arriving 

MONSTER

Dale Lemonds, ‘97, and Lisa Damron LeMonds, ‘97

Jonathan Solomon, ‘09, and Eliza Wilson, ‘10
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ALUMNOTES

at EAC in the Fall of 2008 on a football 
scholarship.
	 Jonathan’s experience as a first-
generation graduate and foster care 
alumnus has driven his commitment to 
mentorship, social justice education, 
support for HBCUs, and advocacy for 
minoritized populations. He has worked 
with multiple non-profit organizations that 
service these areas, including Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity, Incorporated. Upon 
his departure from EAC, he received 
his bachelor’s degree from Langston 
University; a master’s. from the University 
of Oklahoma; and Ph.D. in educational 
administration (higher education 
leadership) from Indiana State University.
	 Jonathan possesses a passion 
for educational equity, technology, and 
relationship building which propelled him 
into the EdTech industry with the goal 
of making education more equitable 
and accessible for all people. He has 
amassed over 10 years of experience 
in highereducation and student affairs, 
spanning across disciplines to include 
college access, retention programs, 
first-generation/low-income student 
support, honors education, residence 
life, athletics, international student 
services, and diversity, equity, and 
inclusion.  He currently serves as a 
partner success manager at Mainstay 
and has held administrative leadership 
roles at Washington University in St. Louis, 
Harris-Stowe State University, Oklahoma 
Baptist University, Wayne State University, 
and the University of Oklahoma. He is a 
recipient of the 30 Under 40 Sawubona 
Award for the PAN African Network of 
ACPA, Delux Power 100 Award, Next Gen 
Under 30 Award, and 2018 Outstanding 

Young Alumnus Award from Langston 
University. 
	 Jonathan is a proud husband to 
Jasmine Solomon and dog dad to a 
French bulldog named Huncho.

After graduating from Amphitheater 
High School in Tucson, Arizona, George 
Lefferts, ’51, and several of his football 
buddies attended Eastern Arizona Junior 
College. After graduating in 1951, he 
continued his 
education and 
played football 
at the University 
of Idaho where 
he completed 
his bachelor’s 
and master’s 
degrees.  
George later 
joined the U.S. 
Marine Corps 
and played four 
years of football 
for them and 
earned the rank of lieutenant. George 
coached 10 years of college football for 
California Western and had a 30 year 
career in the insurance industry. He met 
his wife, Joanne, at University of Idaho. 
Together they raised a son and daughter 
who have been successful in their 
careers. The Lefferts have been married 
for 64 years.

	 Glenn Patterson, ’04, was featured 
in the January 3, 2022, edition of the 
Phoenix Business Journal as one of 
their local People On The Move. Glenn 

received the designation for his work with 
the Tempe-based architectural firm, ADM 
Group, where he was recently promoted 
to the position of director. 
	 Glenn’s road to recognition began 
at Eastern Arizona College where he 
graduated with an Associate of Applied 
Science degree in computer aided 
design and drafting technology. And while 
Glenn enjoys architecture and design, his 
time at EAC also allowed him to further 

participate in one of his 
true passions, football! 
	 Following EAC, Glenn 
immediately put his degree 
to use by signing on with 
Merry Carnell Schlecht, an 
architectural firm based 
in Tucson. Six years later, 
Glenn made the move 
to M3 Engineering and 
Technology Corp—also 
based in Tucson—before 
joining ADM Group in 2014. 
During his time with all 
three firms, Glenn gained 

experience working on design for K-12, 
aviation, justice, commercial, municipality, 
historic renovations, observatories, mine 
sites, and sports venues. Glenn is also 
an AIA Associate and is responsible for 
introducing and implementing the Revit 
design software program at ADM. Thanks 
to Glenn’s efforts, over 4 million square 
feet of projects have been completed 
using the Revit system.
	 Today, Glenn’s hobbies include 
flying drones and sports card collecting. 
Like many folks who grew up in the ‘90s, 
Glennwas an avid card collector. During 
the early days of the pandemic, he was 
reintroduced to his childhood hobby and 

ALUMNOTES

Glen Patterson, ‘04

Alumni!
Tell us what’s new!

Send your information to: 
Alumnotes - EAC Alumni Association

615 N. Stadium Ave.
Thatcher, AZ 85552

or by e-mail at: alumni@eac.edu

ALUMNI
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found a totally different environment than 
the one he had experienced as a kid. In 
2022, his card collecting serves as both 
a hobby and an investment opportunity. 
With travel opportunities opening up 
again, Glenn enjoys traveling to card 
trading events across the country. And 
when he finds himself in Georgia, he 
always takes time to visit some friends 
and get in some deep sea fishing. 
According to Glenn, there is nothing in 
this world like fighting a shark or large fish 
while on a boat.

	 Lyman Mitchell, `54, came 
to Eastern from Amphitheater High 
School in Tucson, Arizona.  He had a 
great experience at EAJC, got married 
to Louvina Rogers, and then returned 
to Tucson to attend the University of 
Arizona.  Lyman plays guitar and loves to 
sing.  He and his two daughters, Lynnell 
and Michelle, `73, both made music 
a big part of their lives.  They wrote and 
performed music all across the country, 
recorded albums and even moved to 
Nashville for a while - helping Lynnell 
to obtain performance opportunities. 
More about Lyman’s music is available at 
https://whofiredthatshot.com
	 The Mitchell’s bought a ranch in 
Lockhart, Texas, which now is the location 
for the Comanche Country Ranch & 
Events Center.  Along with weddings and 
other events, the ranch also hosts the 
Plum Creek Shooting Society’s regular 

shooting matches. 
	 Lyman also wrote a children’s book 
called Pee Wee Saves Christmas. A copy 
of his book is displayed in the Alumni 
Authors Collection at the EAC Alumni 
Visitors Center.  This collection includes 
books authored by alumni or written 
about alumni.  Other alumni authors are 
invited to send a copy of their books to be 
included.
	
McKay Keith is an employee of The Walt 
Disney Company. Any opinions expressed 
below are his alone and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions or values of The Walt 
Disney Company or its affiliates.

McKay Keith, ’14  always knew he 
wanted to be a storyteller, especially 
through the art form of costuming. 
His first noted interest in this form of 
expression came when he saw the 2010 
film Alice In Wonderland. It was the first 
time he remembers truly noticing all the 
subtle artistry and planning that goes 
into such minute details as a character’s 
dress design, accessory design, and 
the message sent about character in 
something as simple as the practical 
boots Alice wore in that movie. He knew 
then, he wanted to be part of that world. 
	 It was his experience at EAC that 
started opening doors for him in this field. 
For one year he took on a work study 
position with Timilee McNair, EAC’s 
primary costume designer. He also took a 
few theatre classes at EAC to supplement 
his primary field of study in art. Along the 
way, he gained valuable mentors such 
as Stuart Gibson, Erika Johnston, Scott 
Dahl, Elizabeth Henley, and Patty Raines. 
In 2019, the EAC Theater Department 
invited McKay to accompany them to 
the Kennedy Center American College 
Theatre Festival in Los Angeles, where 
he won his first costume design award 
for the sketches he had created in Scott 
Dahl’s Scenography class. 
	 After EAC, McKay moved on to the 
University of Arizona where he earned 
a BFA in costume design. While there, 
he also began fostering his upcoming 

professional career. Through his efforts 
at providing local costume design work 
in Tucson he was able to make good 
contacts and have amazing experiences 
working with the local theater community. 
During his time at UA, and in the years 
following, he has done costuming work 
throughout the country. However, his 
favorite project still remains his capstone 
show at the UA which allowed him to 
explore abstract concepts like “Time” 
and “Friendship.” The project allowed him 
to design some really unusual costume 
pieces, including an eight-foot tall 
skeleton puppet made out of UV glow-
in-the-dark flowers which represented a 
“Dance With Death.”
	 One of McKay’s lifelong dreams 
has been to design for Disney theme 
parks. As it happened, a perfect storm 
and a lot of luck recently provided him 
the opportunity to accept a costume 

design professional internship with the 
Disney corporation in their parks division. 
Upon learning he had been accepted 
into the internship program, McKay felt 
an overwhelming sense of emotional 
validation knowing he would be part of 
a team he had dreamed of joining for a 
majority of his life. 
	 While still in shock with where his life’s 

“Monster Alumnotes” continued from page 7

Lyman Mitchell, ‘54

McKay Keith, ‘14
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path has landed him, McKay can’t help 
but reflect on how grateful he is to all of 
the wonderful teachers and supporters 
he has had along the way who made his 
current circumstances possible. He also 
recognizes that despite some moments 
of self-doubt, the countless hours he has 
put into his craft—beginning with his days 
at EAC—have allowed him to overcome 
challenges and achieve his goals. And 
that is something he feels he can truly 
take pride in. 

	 After graduating from Eastern 
Arizona Junior College, Noel Frank, 
’59 moved on to attend Arizona 
State University for a year. However, 
opportunities to play both basketball 
and baseball led him to transfer to Grand 
Canyon University where he graduated 
with his bachelor’s degree in 1962. 
	 Following his experience at GCU, 
Noel moved on to California where 
he attended graduate school. During 
those years, he coached middle school 
sports for two years before moving on to 
coaching opportunities at Sonoma State 
University.
	 In 1973, Noel decided to enter the 
private sector and moved to Texas where 
he worked for a company that primarily 
functioned in the textile cleaning industry. 
Not long after arriving in Texas, he went 
back into coaching for eight years at a 
small school near Waco. This opportunity 
gave him the chance to coach his son 
during his senior year. Another highlight 
from those years was winning a state 
championship in football in 1987.
	 In 2014, Noel retired and settled down 
on a small plot of land near Waco. He has 
two children, Noel Jr. of Lorena, Texas, 

and Nicholle Martin of Mainville, Ohio. He 
also has four grandchildren and one great 
grand-daughter.
	 When recollecting on all the many 
adventures life has offered him, Noel 
feels that the two years spent at EA 
were among the best and served as the 
most important in preparing him for life’s 
experiences. He still stops by the campus 
as often as time permits and maintains 
strong friendships from his time spent in 
Thatcher. 

	 Roberta Kline, ’78, served in the 
US Navy as a WAV prior to attending 
Eastern Arizona College.  That is where 
she met and married her husband, 
Burton Kline.  They later moved to Safford 
where Roberta decided to enroll in the 
nursing program at EAC.  After becoming 
an RN, Roberta completed more 
schooling and received a bachelor’s with 
University of Phoenix.  While the family 
lived in Kentucky, Roberta continued 
her education at the Frontier Nursing 
University to become a nurse practitioner 
with an addendum in midwifery.  One 
highlight in her career was extensive 
research with Merck to identify a virus 
that causes cervical cancer.  
	 The Klines raised twin daughters and 
a son.
	
	 Susan Welker Turley, ’80, is 
now the corporate director of supply 
chain compliance and enterprise 
subcontracts for L3Harris 
Technologies. She took the 
position after spending six-
and-a-half years at Raytheon 
Missiles and Defense in 
various supply chain and strategic 

sourcing roles. L3Harris Technologies, 
with approximately $18 billion in annual 
revenue, 47,000 employees and 
customers in more than 100 countries, 
is one of the top 10 defense contractors 
in the United States. While L3Harris 
is headquartered in Florida, Susan is 
fortunate that she will be able to work 
remotely full-time from her home in 
Cochise County north of Sierra Vista, 
allowing her to continue serving as 
treasurer on the EAC Foundation board.
	 After earning journalism degrees 
from EAC and the University of Arizona, 
Susan worked for newspapers in the 
Phoenix area before joining the Air Force 
in 1987. She then attended law school 
at the University of Texas, graduating 
in 1995 and joining the Air Force Judge 
Advocate General’s Corps. Susan, who 
has 20 years’ experience in government 
contracting, retired from active duty 
in 2008 and then worked as a civilian 
attorney for both the Air Force and the 
Army. 
	 She recently established the Dudley 
S. Welker Scholarship to honor her father, 
Class of 1952. Dudley, whose parents 
both attended EAC, was the second 
president of the EAC Foundation and 
served more than 40 years with the 
Foundation and the Alumni Association. 
The scholarship will be awarded to a 
full-time student planning to study law or 
criminal justice, in recognition of Dudley’s 

50+ years of service as an attorney 
and judge in Graham County, 

including four decades 
as the attorney 

for the town of 
Thatcher. 
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WEDDINGS
Wedding  Bells Rang

January 8, 2022 for Mazie Hunt ‘23 & Brock Jones, ’21
January 21, 2022 for Amilynn Webb, ’19 & CJ Mattice, ’19
March 11, 2022 for Madison Voelker, ’23 & Porter Webb, ’23
March 11, 2022 for D. Julissa Payan, ’22 & Seth B. Lunt, ’23.
March 23, 2022 for Samantha Voelker, ’22 & Joseph Pearce ‘23
April 9, 2022 for Haylee Layton, ’21 & Tyson Hawkins, ’21   
April 16, 2022 for Julia Ferrin, ’20 & Braden Basteen, ’21
April 23, 2022 for Jessica R. Sherwood, ’20 & C. Trey Thompson, ’22
May 21, 2022 for Lacie Whitmer, ’20 & Garson Hatch ’21
June 4, 2022 for Samantha Brown, ’20 & Kurtis Thatcher ’20
June 17, 2022 for Hailey Kay, ’21 & Dalton Henrie ’18

Whitmer & Hatch Brown  & Thatcher Kay  & Henrie

Hunt  & Jones

Voelker & Pearce Layton  & Hawkins Ferrin  & Basteen Sherwood  & Thompson

Webb  & Mattice Voelker & Webb Payan  & Lunt
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IN MEMORIAM
Irving P. Brady, ’72 – January 3, 2022

David Ryan Pulsipher, ’10 – January 7, 2022

James “Jim” Donaldson, ’57 – January 10, 2022

Shauna Hancock Ibarra, ’85 – January 11, 2022

Dean D. Desaulniers, ’87 – January 15, 2022

John Wayne Wiltbank, ’64 – January 15, 2022

Rulon “Kim” Finch, ’77 – January 17, 2022

Peggy Lou Dauer, ’59 – January 21, 2022

Nancy Merrell Sanders, ’68 – January 22, 2022

Thomas S. Chaidez, ’77 – January 22, 2022

Willis “Buff” Haws Jr, ’95 - January 25, 2022

Alfred E. Burt, ’65 – January 28, 2022

Margaret DeSpain Nottingham, ’46 – January 30, 2022

Sylvia D. Munoz Onsurez, ’87 – February 2, 2022

Terry L. Taylor, ’55 – February 2, 2022

Bernard “Mark” Smith, ’84 – February 3, 2022

Constance “Connie” E. Overall Montierth, ’69 – February 4, 2022

Timothy “Jacob” Haas, ’14 – February 6, 2022

Alicia “Alice” Wynne Henio, ’12 – February 7, 2022

LaVon Evans Taylor, ’46 – February 9, 2022

Lori Ann Yslas, ’85 – February 10, 2022

Laura Jean Roten, ’13 – February 14, 2022

Evelyn Massey West, ’39 – February 17, 2022	

Mary Lesley Larson, ’65 – February 18, 2022

Val Donna Montierth Hathaway, ’58 – February 19, 2022

Maura Jeanne Macaraeg Mastin, ’99 – February 24, 2022

Patricia Chesley Salcido, ’76 – February 26, 2022

Donald E. Carbiener, ’63 – March 1, 2022

Jo Ann Milam, ’93 – March 2, 2022

Ellen L. Reed, ’93 – March 5, 2022

Mona Lee Larson, ’68 – March 9, 2022

Caroline Ann Tolby, ’04 – March 9, 2022

Jerald A. Montierth, ’54 – March 9, 2022

Sharon Clawson Porter, ’56 – March 10, 2022

Betty Jo Brown Ferrin, ’54 – March 11, 2022

Sherry L. Fisher Uhl, ’92 – March 13, 2022

Fred L. Hoopes, ’52 – March 13, 2022

Robert M. Rodriguez, ’57 – March 15, 2022

Kenneth R. Saline, ’50 – March 17, 2022

Marvin K. Angle, ’62 - March 17, 2022

Angel A. Tsosie, ’16 – March 18, 2022

Elda Nichols Allred, ’60 – March 19, 2022

Richard L. Reay, ’65 – March 19, 2022

Marland L. “Honk” Norton, ’53 – March 21, 2022

Andrew W. Taylor, ’95 – March 21, 2022

Grant S. Owens, ’49 – March 23, 2022

Larry L. Field, ’13 – March 24, 2022

Marian T. Farmer Miller, ’61 – March 26, 2022

Monica L. Garcia, ’00 – March 29, 2022

Marlene Longstreet Barton, ’95 – April 2, 2022

Roberta Lillian Lackner, ’52 – April 5, 2022

Gonzalo C. Ochoa, ’75 – April 5, 2022

Jim Lloyd Cherry, ’53 – April 6, 2022

David R. Howell, ’60 – April 7, 2022

Keith C. Casoose, ’96 – April 10, 2022

Clea Doyle Butler III, ’75 – April 15, 2022

Luther Begaye, ’96 – April 20, 2022

Bailey Low Stauffer, ’67 – April 22, 2022

Kwielin T. Jackson,’12 – April 22, 2022

Clydene Faulkner Russell, ’84 – April 29, 2022

Evette R. Lupe, ’14 – May 1, 2022

Jeffrey W. Carpenter, ’68 – May 5, 2022

Joanna Morris Layton, ’68 – May 6, 2022

Mona Lee Larson, ’68 – May 9, 2022

Frank B. Girardi, ’99 – May 13, 2022

Ben F. Owens, ’69 – May 13, 2022

Trelva Carpenter Palmer, ’53 – May 17, 2022

Norma “Jeanne” Darrow Huish, ’79 – May 18, 2022

Heather Woolf Wisdom, ’98 – May 18, 2022

C. Neil DeWitt, ’70 – May 20, 2022

Robert Ernest “Ernie” Griffin, ’57 – May 23, 2022

Gerald J. Miller, Jr. ’12 – May 27, 2022

Joseph “Kai” Gurtler, ’20 – June 5, 2022

Dale Ward Merrell,’69 – June 9, 2022

Stephanie Marie Miles, ’10 – June 9, 2022

Neal E. Haynie, ’59 – June 10, 2022

Melanie L. Dixon, ’12 – June 12, 2022

Randy L. McEuen, ’12 – June 12, 2022

Sonny Lee Jones, ’08 – June 12, 2022

Carol Jean Tanner, ’94 – June 17, 2022

Ray C. Lopez, ’68 – June 17, 2022

Colleen L. Isbell Murphy, ’94 – June 23, 2022

Harold “Hal” J. Rowley, ’76 – June 26, 2022

Bryan John Sawyer, ’95 – June 29, 2022
Presented  by

In  Memoriam
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